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ACT No. 14 of 1962

THE EAST AFRICAN ME DICAL R ESEARCH
CO UNC IL A CT, 1962

As ented to on beha lf of the East African Common
Services Organization.

J ULi US K. N YERERE,
Dute : / Ofh January , /963. President of Tanganyika.

W. F. COUTT S,
Da te: 22nd Lanuor», 1963. G o verno r-General of Uganda.

MALCOLM MAcDONALD,
Dale : 241h Jan ua ry, /963. Go vernor of K enya .

AN ACT TO MAKE PROVISION FOR THE EAST
AFRICAN MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL AND
FOR MAlTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH

Da te o f co mmencenient : 24th Janu ary, /963

ENACT ED by the President of T anganyika, the
Governor-General of Uganda and the Governor of Kenya on
behalf of the East African Common Ser vices Or ga niza tion
with the advice and consent of the East African Central
Legislati ve Assembly.

1. T his Act may be cited as the Eas t African Medi cal Short titl e,

Research Council Act, 1962.

2. { [1 this Act, unless the context otherwise requ ir es- Int erpre tat ion .

"E ast Afri ca" means Tanganyika, Ugand a and Kenya and
includes Zanzibar ;

" the Government s" means the Governm ents of Tanga
nyika, Uganda, Kenya and Zanzibar;

"Ministerial Committee" means the Social and Research
Services Committee provided for in Article 8 of the
Constitution.

3. There shall be established a body to be known as the
East African Medical Research Council, hereinafter referred
to as " the Council".

Es tablishment
of E.A. Medical
Research
Coun cil.
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Func tion s of
Council.

M embership
of Council.

4. Subject 10 the general d irection and control of the
Ministerial Committee, the Council shall be responsible for
the co-ordination of medical researc h in East Afr ica. and
associated subjects, and, in par ticular, shall be responsible
for-

(a) the determination of desirable priorities to be applied
to the activities of the services set out ill the Schedule
to this Act;

(b) the co-ordination of the work of the resea rch services
within the Organization toward s the better organ iza
tion of medical research, having regard to any other
similar work car ried out by the Governments or
other organizations or authorities, towards the avoid
ance of the duplication of effo r t in such work;

(c) the submis sion to the Ministerial Committee of quin
quennial research programmes to be appli ed to the
services set out in the Sched ule to this Act; and

(d ) the submission to the Ministerial Committee of annual
reports upon each of the services set out in the
Schedule to this Act, together with resear ch pro
grammes and financial estimates in respect of such
services for the ensuing financial year.

5. (I) The Coun cil shall consist of-

(a ) a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman appointed by the
Authority upon the recomm endation of the M inis
terial Committee;

(b) five persons of scientific standing appointed by the
Authority, not being persons ill the employment of
the Governments, or the Orga nizat ion , of whom-

(i) three nrc normally resident outside East Africa;

(ii) one shall be appointed to the Coun cil on the
recommendation of the Governing Council of
the University of Eas t Afri ca;

(c) two member s appointed by the Government of Tanga
nyika from persons connected with Ministries in that
Government having an interest in medical research
and rela ted subjects;
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(d) two members appointed by the Go vernment of Uganda
from perso ns connected with M inistries in that
Go vern ment havi ng an interest in medica l resea rch
and rela ted subjects;

(e) two members appointed by the Govern ment o f Kenya
from persons connected with M in istries in that
Government having an interest in med ical resea rch
and rela ted subjec ts;

(f) one me mber appo inted by the Govern ment o f Zanziba r
f ro m pe rson s co nnected with M inistries in that
Govern ment having a n interest in medical resca reh
and rela ted subjects.

(2) In the ca rrying out of its respo nsibilities unde r the
provisions of th is Act, the Council sha ll be assisted by not more
than seven assessor s who shall be appointed , as to two each, by
the Governm ents of Tanganyika, U ganda a nd K enya respec
tively a nd, as to one, by the Govern me nt of Za nziba r.

(3) T he assessors referred to in subsec tion (2) of th is
section shall be oflicers of the appropriate dep artments of the
Govern ment s referred to therein.

6. (1) T he membe rs of the Cou ncil sha ll hold office as Dur a tion of

follows- office.

(a ) the Chairman, for a period of [our yea rs with eligibility
for rea ppointmen t;

(b) two of the members referr ed to in subsection (b) (i)
of sec tion (I) of sec tion 5 of this Act, for an initia l
per iod of two years with eligibility for reappoi nt men t
thereafter for periods of four yea rs;

(c) a ll o ther members for a per iod of four years with
eligibility for reappointment.

(2) In the event of a vacancy occur ring in th e mem bersh ip
of the Council by reaso n of the death or resignati on of a
mem ber the authority responsible for the appoin tment of such
member sha ll hav e power to appoin t a person to be a member
in his place for the rema inder of the period of the or igina l
a ppo intment.

(3) The powers of the Cou ncil sha ll not be affected by a ny
vaca ncy in the mem bership thereof nor by any defect in the
appointm ent of a member.
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Meetings of
Council.

Executive
Committee.

7. (I) Subject to tbe provisions of this section, th e Council
shall have power to regulate its own proceedings and seven
members thereof shall, at any me eting thereof, con stitute a
quorum:

Provided that such quorum shall contain not less than one
member appointed respe ctively by the G overnments of Tanga
nyika, Uganda and Kenya.

(2) The Chairman shall have a casting vote but shall not
otherwise be entitled to vole at any meeting.

(3) In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman
appointed under the provi sions of subsection (]) (a) of section
5 of th is A ct, the Council shall , at any meeting, elect a Chair
man from among the members pre sent.

(4) Where, at any meeting of the Cou ncil, it s delibe rations
include any matter within the sphere of competence of any
of the Services se t out in the Schedule to thi s A ct , the Direct or
of that Service sha ll be in a ttenda nce as required by th e
Chairman but sha ll not be entitl ed to vote.

(5). The assessors referred to in subsection (2) of sec tion 5
o f {his Act 'ha ll be entit led to attend all meetings of the
Council but shall no t be entitled to vote .

(6) The Council shall mee t a t leas t once in every ca lendar
yea r a t such time an d place as th e Ch airma n may a ppoint :

Pro vided tha t the Ch a irma n may a t a ny tim e ca ll a meet
ing of the Cou nc il upon g iving reasona ble not ice thereo f a nd
sha ll call such mee ting with in twenty-eigh t days of rece iving
a req uest in tha t beh alf addressed to h im a nd signed by six
members of the Council.

8. (]) The Council shall have power to appoint a n
E xecut ive Comm ittee thereof co nsisting of the Cha irm an a nd
one mem be r respectively appointed by the Governments of
Tangan yika. U ganda and Ken ya .

(2) The Executive Committee referred to in subsection (I)

of this section shall ha ve power to act on behalf of the Council,
and to exercise its powers, to such extent as the Council may
authorize in writ ing and shall meet at such times and places
as the Chairman may decide or the Council may direct.
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(3) The minutes of all meetings of the Executive Com
mittee, and record of any actio n taken by it, shall be available,
and shall be circulated , to all members of the Council.

9. The Executive Commi ttee referred to in section 8 of
this Act, together with the Executive Committee referred to in
section 8 of the Ea st Afric an Natural Res ources Research
Council Act, 1962, shall const itute a joint Standi ng Committee
of the Council and the Natural Resources Research Council
and shall, subject to the joint direction of those bodies, meet
for the purpose of advising them on matters of common
interest to such Councils, includ ing terms and conditions of
service within the services set out in the Schedule to this Act
and in the Schedule to the East African Natural Resources
Research Council Act , 1962.

10. (l) The Cou ncil shall have power to ap point R esearch
Co-ordina ting Committees to advise it on the progress of
medical research in Eas t Africa and to make recommenda tions
for new or revised program mes of such research, and in any
such case the Chairman of any such Research Co-orcl inating
Committee hall be a member of [he Council.

(2) Th e Research Co-orclinating Committees referr ed to in
subsection (I) of this section shall have power to appoin t
Specialist Committees to report to them in respect of a ny
defined field of resear ch and in accorda nce with the terms of
refer nee laid down by such Research Co-ordinating
Comm ittee ..

(3) Th e Counci l shall have power, in consulta tion with
the East African Natu ral Re sources Research Counci l, to
appoin t members of joint committees to deal with subjects
of interest common to the CounciJ a nd the East African
Na tural R esources Re search Coun cil and to report to those
bodies respectively and in any such case the appointment of
the Chairman of any such joint committee shall be at the
instance of whichever Counci l is, under this Act or the East
Afri can lat ural R esou rces R esearch Council Act, 1962 , in
relation hip with the service having charge of research in to
such subject.

11. T here shall be a Secretary of the Council who shall
be in the service of the Organiza tion.

Joint Stan ding
Commlttee.

Ancillary
Committees.

Secretary of
Council.
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SCHEDULE

The East Africao Leprosy Resear ch Cen tre,

The East Af r ican Instit ute of Malari a a nd Vec to r-bo rne D iseases,

The Ea st African Instiru te for Medical Resear ch ,

The East African Virus Re search Inst itu te,

The E ast African Trypan osomi asis Research Or gani za tion.




